
Feb. 24, 2026

LOBBY CALL
136th General Assembly

119th US Congress
No party shall record, tape, otherwise capture, reproduce or broadcast any audio, video, or digital content from this 
session without specific consent of the League of Women Voters of Ohio.



HOUSEKEEPING

● Be present
● Be respectful
● Assume good intent
● Recognize that the materials, statements, and opinions are private to 

the organization and should not be shared without specific consent 
from the League or the speaker
○ No party shall record, tape, or otherwise capture reproduce or 

broadcast any audio, video or digital content from this session 
without specific consent from the League of Women Voters of Ohio.



Current 
LWVUS 

Action Alerts



https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-congress-federal-immigration-enforcement-has-gone-too-far


For Leagues involved in actions concerning ICE activities:
NOW AVAILABLE: Civic Action Toolkit During ICE Activity and Related 

Blog:

○ With immigration enforcement activity increasing in our 

communities, it can create fear, confusion, and barriers to 

participation in civic life. Leagues can now review our civic 

action toolkit on the League Management Site to learn how to 

show up safely, lawfully, and in solidarity during ICE activity. 

○ LWVUS has a new blog post describing what’s happening with 

ICE and how to respond, including Know Your Rights 

information. Please feel free to share this with your networks! 

https://donate.lwv.org/s/4556635/ylSwD2D0
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4556635/ylSwD2D0
https://www.lwv.org/blog/whats-happening-ice-and-how-fight-back


https://www.lwv.org/save-act


Congressional Update

● The SAVE Act & Co.: Three federal bills to look out for
○ The SAVE Act (H.R. 22/S. 128) 
○ The SAVE America Act (H.R. 7296/S. 3752)
○ The Make Elections Great Again (MEGA) Act (H.R. 7300)

● Provisions
○ Documentary Proof of Citizenship
○ Mandatory voter purges using faulty federal databases
○ National Voter ID (Save America and MEGA Acts)
○ Criminal and civil liability for election workers who register voters without 

sufficient DPOC
○ Eliminating Universal Mail Voting and Voter Registration
○ Prohibiting ranked choice voting (MEGA Act)



Anti-voter bills in Congress

SAVE AMERICA Act 
● passed in US House, not yet assigned committee in US Senate

Would 
● require documentary proof of citizenship (DPOC) to register & reregister
● end online voter registration, voter registration by mail, and community voter 

registration
● require voter ID (this wouldn’t really affect Ohio)
● add new photo ID requirements for absentee voting
● require states to turn over their voter registration list to DHS
● impose criminal penalties —including jail—on election workers who mistakenly register 

voters without proper DPOC

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/1383/text


Anti-voter bills in Congress

MEGA Act
● in the US House
● even more broadly focused than SAVE America Act

Would
● also require DPOC for registering
● require more aggressive voter list maintenance 
● restrict absentee voting further- end universal vote by mail
● Require paper ballots
● restructure parts of federal registration law
● bans ranked choice voting
● Makes having more than 4 absentee ballots at a time a federal offense

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7300/text


Take Action against anti-voter bills

TELL CONGRESS NO ON

● SAVE America Act
● MEGA Act

WAYS TO TAKE ACTION

● LWVUS Action here
● Go to your US House rep & Senators Moreno & Husted’s website 

and email after choosing the ‘Elections’ topic: find sites here
● Congressional switchboard #: (202) 224-3121

You can also help educate about these bills by sharing our 
explainers!

● SAVE America fact sheet here & 
SAVE Act explainer for social media here & here

https://www.lwv.org/save-act
https://www.lwvohio.org/contact-your-legislator
https://www.lwvohio.org/save-america-act-fact-sheet-2026
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1D5Mz5zLkm/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUdM_56CKwI/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==


One more thing…

LEAGUE IN ACTION

● Same “Tell Congress to reject the SAVE & 
MAGA Acts” action: lives in the app 

Link here
● Help spread the facts about the  SAVE Act: 

send the action to friends & family via text or 
email

Link here

● And here’s our SAVE America Fact Sheet to share

https://vc0.co/QqH
https://vc0.co/QqI
https://www.lwvohio.org/save-america-act-fact-sheet-2026


SB 293 Lawsuit

Filed 2/13: LWVO, with CAIR-Northern Ohio, are the plaintiffs

● Citizenship data used in federal databases the SOS must now use in 
verifying voter registration is outdated: this will result in the wrongful 
removal of eligible voters, especially naturalized citizens, from the voter 
rolls.

● Voters are removed from the voter rolls too close to an election: this is a  
violation of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA).

● Wrongfully removed voters may not be able to fix their 
registration in time to vote: this is a violation the due process 
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment

 Read the press release and challenge here

https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/voting-rights-groups-sue-protect-ohio-voters-illegal-purges-0


How you can help

Call Jen immediately if you know of  dues-paying members who:

● Were wrongfully flagged by the SOS/BOE in 2024 for not being a citizen 
● Are very recently naturalized 
● Have not provided the BMV with their proof of citizenship since becoming a citizen 

and/or returned to get a new ID/DL without the non-citizen demarcation 
 

                                                                   
                                                         Read the press release here and letter here

Special Note: Our initial concern is about naturalized citizens being wrongfully targeted. However, 
after the primary, we may broaden to include members who have a slight mismatch between Voter 
Registration & BMV records, which created challenges voting.

https://www.acluohio.org/press-releases/260122_sb293letter_pr/
https://www.acluohio.org/app/uploads/2026/01/26.01.22-NVRA-Letter-to-SOSLaRose.pdf


Program 
Planning

June 25-28, 2026 Columbus, Ohio



National Convention Basics
● Convention is a biennial event that serves as LWVUS's bylaws-prescribed 

business meeting. 
● Delegates vote on a variety of items, including the LWVUS biennial budget, 

the next LWVUS Board of Directors and Nominating Committee, any 
bylaw amendments that have been put forth, and the organization’s 
program or focus of work for the next biennium.

● Host a variety of networking events for League members to meet and 

mingle in informal settings. 

●  Includes training opportunities in large and small settings, as well as 

League-led caucuses.



National Convention Deadlines
● Registration and hotel bookings are now open. The early bird rate expires March 31 and 

will not be extended. 
● Learn about delegate representation. 
● The bylaws amendment proposal deadline is February 27 (submissions must come from 

a League, not individuals). 
● Program planning responses are due March 10. League members can join the program 

planning Groups.io here. 
● Breakout session/caucus applications are due March 31. 
● The LWVUS Board is fundraising to support scholarships to the Convention. Applications 

for scholarships are due March 31. Leagues are also encouraged to engage in their own 
fundraising efforts using resources provided by LWVUS.  

● The event website is the primary hub for registration, proposals, and other convention 
information. 

https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616800/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616801/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616802/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616803/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616804/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616805/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616806/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616807/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616808/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616809/oGSoNrw9
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4616810/oGSoNrw9


Program Planning 2026-2028
● Current LWVUS Positions can be found in Impact on Issues
● Proposed Program Focus: Women Defend Democracy:Democracy Under 

Siege :  The campaign will focus on Voting Rights, Election Protection, 
Redistricting, Individual Liberties, Immigration, and The Presidency. 

● Proposed Concurrences:
○ LWV Washington Protecting Immigrant Rights 

○ LWV Colorado Religions Freedom 

○ LWV Port Washington-Manhasset Privatization Update

● Tips on Navigating the National Program | Recording Here and Slides Here

● Nuts and Bolts of Program Planning Meetings | Recording Here (Passcode: 
Y4%GT597) and Slides Here

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/program-planning-2026-2028
https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/leaders-guide-lwvus-program-2026-2028
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/leaders-guide-lwvus-program-2026-2028
https://lwvwa.org/immigrants-concurrence/
https://lwvcolorado.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=314195&module_id=676488
https://lwvofpwm.org/concurrence-privatization-update/
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/CIL5fpCwar9GNnu4rOAFrOMmLdUVWv8SH5pQZt13elldKJoSnGWyZPWf2VcMmKyP581FzHNh3Gq0beAm.wB34KqqUzBIWORZS?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1763593236000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FDze1XLNoRiQhhYSotLk238Muv0mOZOll0GjvtosMkPbir540D9qIO5ClWAKmB_EG.ZS8Ze4KhfyOlSR8U%3FstartTime%3D1763593236000
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/Program%20Planning%20Webinar%201_Process%20for%20Choosing%20LWVUS%20Program%202026-2028_0.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/6jOZaUyIviey6SVhBCy3Uk8aAQjM0EyhWpnbwugt9RtcKxA0cmBOMWbWA5kkwTMI.pwdbrmvG0Izt18Gm?startTime=1769036412000
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2026-01/Program%20Planning%20Webinar%202_Nuts%20Bolts%20of%20Program%20Planning%20Meetings.%202026.pdf


Power Play Book 4: March Goals
❏ Organize a “Vote Together” event. Coordinate carpools, 

walk-to-thepolls groups, or faith-based voting on 

Sundays. 

❏ Host a “Family Voting Pledge” drive. Encourage 

households to commit to voting together and share 

photos/stories. 

❏ Utilize VOTE411 postcards to mail voting reminders to 

family members who may live in other states. 

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/program-planning-2026-2028


Power Play Book 4: March Goals
❏ Host a “Monthly Friend Bank,” engaging League members and 

partners to focus on the most important electoral aspects (e.g., 

register and/or check your registration, and/or learn early voting 

options and tips, and/or learn about the candidates and Election Day 

information). 

❏ Create a “Community Polls Pack.” Distribute flyers or social graphics 

with digital links to VOTE411’s polling place locator, early voting 

dates, and accessibility resources. 

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/program-planning-2026-2028


Upcoming LWVUS Events
● March 10 2:00 to 3:00 PM ET: Amplifying Our Impact: Supporting 

Student-Led Voter Registration Drives
● March 11, 2026, from 1:15 to  2:45 PM ET:   Corruption, Never 

Victimless: The Case for an International Anti-Corruption Court
● March 18 3:30  to 4:30 PM ET: Responding to Misinformation 

Online Webinar
● Civic Learning Week from March 9 –13, 2026! Leagues can find 

daily activities, messaging resources, sample social media posts, and 

more in our engagement guide on the League Management Site. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/fLPCbW3WRDOFak0u7XI5_w#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/fLPCbW3WRDOFak0u7XI5_w#/registration
https://bic-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_w5Rrd4L6R3i2MmRlxmRLWg#/registration
https://bic-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_w5Rrd4L6R3i2MmRlxmRLWg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JZNTsLjSTlOQ0OMuI5z7hg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JZNTsLjSTlOQ0OMuI5z7hg#/registration
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4610207/oGSoNrw9


Around the 
Ohio 
Statehouse



Celebrate Public Schools Week 
Feb. 26 - March 1

Each year, district leaders, specialists, teacher 
educators, parents and school board members 
come together with the Learning First Alliance 
(LFA) to celebrate Public Schools Week, a time to 
show the strength—and potential—of our nation’s 
public schools and our students’ futures. 

http://nspra.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0yNjcwMjE5JnA9MSZ1PTUyNTA1MjA3NyZsaT0yODAzMTY1MQ/index.html
http://nspra.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0yNjcwMjE5JnA9MSZ1PTUyNTA1MjA3NyZsaT0yODAzMTY1MQ/index.html
http://nspra.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0yNjcwMjE5JnA9MSZ1PTUyNTA1MjA3NyZsaT0yODAzMTY1Mg/index.html




New Bill — HB 671
Sponsor: Jamie Callender (R)
● Ohio bill would cut funding to school districts suing over vouchers
● Requires the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce (DEW) to withhold 

state foundation funding for any school district that joins a lawsuit against the 
state regarding funding (such as the Vouchers Hurt Ohio lawsuit that half of 
all Ohio school districts have joined)

● Amended to only the amount that has been spent on being part of the 
suit as a result of public outcry. But this is still unacceptable!!!

● DEW “will release withheld funds to the school district only upon the 
termination of the legal action or the district's withdrawal from the action.” 

Ohio GOP legislation threatens First Amendment

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb671
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2026/02/ohio-bill-would-cut-funding-to-school-districts-suing-over-vouchers.html
https://vouchershurtohio.com/
https://click.everyaction.com/k/125067049/600623797/1843338569?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9TTldTUi9TTldTUi8xLzEwNTExNyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJhY2JlNTdiNS02ZjA2LWYxMTEtODMyZS0wMDBkM2ExODk0MmYiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImtwbDdAYW9sLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=pesaAwrlGsuFDBH8_cmAWEnFpafTfBm4oNWQ8OP-8Cw=&emci=eeee358b-d805-f111-832e-000d3a18942f&emdi=acbe57b5-6f06-f111-832e-000d3a18942f&ceid=143334


Points for messaging
State Data: Ohio spent more on school privatization last year than public schools in 
many communities
For example, the state spent about twice as much on charters and vouchers in Columbus 
than they did on kids in Columbus City Schools -- Ohio's largest school district.
Stephen Dyer, Feb 12, 2026

Ohio lawmakers and governors have so overvalued failing Charter Schools and 
unconstitutional private school tuition subsidies that in some communities state taxpayers 
are paying more to educate students in privately run schools than local public schools1.

There are 26 Ohio school districts where the state’s sending 75 percent or more of the 
amount of funding to privately run schools than students in the public schools. On avergae, 
the state is sending 20 percent of the funding it sends to students in public schools to failing 
charter schools or to subsidize the unconstitutional private school voucher program.
View Chart Here

https://clhweamab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014rJNijVjX988RMVMCo5nJozOzwGzKx7SCEKWaGwrRz1I0tgOm0Is0UNSIt9vEAzQWfyPhMe8nVxXylJClALcYSJvBPBJXx195NPpOYmk41v2i7n6PB2JcLcP2Thk5cWSv5oBQZjDKHTO5mNsqBcTCsH3-FbC24t2-TYK91rN3qNIMZOgBBfE2xy-TfZ9VZTFvcw7QEwGPrhiRBCo_qmmkw==&c=j6u_yiFH6WyC4O5q80nmI2scy4QyIaJ2M22LjKZUvU8jJtkV39hCgA==&ch=jMK5gm6goLm2gFrR6SLHPzPnvAr6GDurYQ0EpmjyCYZhdy3oD8tn9Q==
https://clhweamab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014rJNijVjX988RMVMCo5nJozOzwGzKx7SCEKWaGwrRz1I0tgOm0Is0UNSIt9vEAzQWfyPhMe8nVxXylJClALcYSJvBPBJXx195NPpOYmk41v2i7n6PB2JcLcP2Thk5cWSv5oBQZjDKHTO5mNsqBcTCsH3-FbC24t2-TYK91rN3qNIMZOgBBfE2xy-TfZ9VZTFvcw7QEwGPrhiRBCo_qmmkw==&c=j6u_yiFH6WyC4O5q80nmI2scy4QyIaJ2M22LjKZUvU8jJtkV39hCgA==&ch=jMK5gm6goLm2gFrR6SLHPzPnvAr6GDurYQ0EpmjyCYZhdy3oD8tn9Q==
https://clhweamab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014rJNijVjX988RMVMCo5nJozOzwGzKx7SCEKWaGwrRz1I0tgOm0Is0X2RWIzqUPDhcED29vhrbHPZ7nr5QLQuGMQnY4TgOiUN91S-QyRRENMDml1DcaXqGCzMlDzFcevc4Vs9HHj33y_j8pmU5YRqPej0_c4sjNvXU8OLt7VQrIQ=&c=j6u_yiFH6WyC4O5q80nmI2scy4QyIaJ2M22LjKZUvU8jJtkV39hCgA==&ch=jMK5gm6goLm2gFrR6SLHPzPnvAr6GDurYQ0EpmjyCYZhdy3oD8tn9Q==
https://clhweamab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014rJNijVjX988RMVMCo5nJozOzwGzKx7SCEKWaGwrRz1I0tgOm0Is0UNSIt9vEAzQ1JtFavH9OD-T5klHSlIA0aIGmMHvPLfMX-d6jckvXRbwvB5p44gCJ1ywjQcalRygbAFb0HIxvR09G0k9W5BCsUUSc0TNDfmqildE20GaQjqfdQaEF0ebWrbpYDBOv8oWmaupnhJl9n8QiR4RB4CA2A==&c=j6u_yiFH6WyC4O5q80nmI2scy4QyIaJ2M22LjKZUvU8jJtkV39hCgA==&ch=jMK5gm6goLm2gFrR6SLHPzPnvAr6GDurYQ0EpmjyCYZhdy3oD8tn9Q==
https://clhweamab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014rJNijVjX988RMVMCo5nJozOzwGzKx7SCEKWaGwrRz1I0tgOm0Is0Z97fjOSK5d3OAGyblVtGftbTWUoVO6G9bAQnuL_MQfxfwhiPizXN8AxNrw7mm7my3--Q6RSCUXme3qv6P7f15_q6M6pEixAVzkTNi566Kxp6e_z-DLXlLtNu6_ve3sQrKYhL-zwaz59y6Wx9r5vtKyd2SPZrXGtNg==&c=j6u_yiFH6WyC4O5q80nmI2scy4QyIaJ2M22LjKZUvU8jJtkV39hCgA==&ch=jMK5gm6goLm2gFrR6SLHPzPnvAr6GDurYQ0EpmjyCYZhdy3oD8tn9Q==
https://clhweamab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014rJNijVjX988RMVMCo5nJozOzwGzKx7SCEKWaGwrRz1I0tgOm0Is0UNSIt9vEAzQszCd73BFKq5SMJm-3U1Fc_UDjNHpvZnPXKF8eiY43HyHmoG4-KSjH-jrGwfaputg4DNTeS-vQVNLwpy64tKpnv0Q-Y-lmZgIbMs1a3_5N3DYG2wzHF1pEUhH1GKmZdUQNrOR30HUonNzQUvM7fw2xdgUALWYSapRLMDatx5p4J5XVt21L0La1g==&c=j6u_yiFH6WyC4O5q80nmI2scy4QyIaJ2M22LjKZUvU8jJtkV39hCgA==&ch=jMK5gm6goLm2gFrR6SLHPzPnvAr6GDurYQ0EpmjyCYZhdy3oD8tn9Q==
https://clhweamab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014rJNijVjX988RMVMCo5nJozOzwGzKx7SCEKWaGwrRz1I0tgOm0Is0UNSIt9vEAzQHg0poDZMXfhN9BLU7KL0wWCmkehtniUvixoBGCg-sJ7fMCKUbQMPnLqm3yfAaUiojEEF-pB8BrsnNoXs8srsNh3ywM8uuIjIF_EtSFXFJ4FWN8w3Tz2c0UmL8BsFejfEEUWXpo-vNUHHwAiNv10BISItIGegPbWo7fL4PoWhlI3rrI0Cm5Ho3XzXpUpUH49vMakcxWUMxuYL6ZIuUdmpquLlMDhwBtj_2hfa9fkAPiUyXVIU9jbfh_gcw9uQ2C-HtxwA3T9YR3kRo8VDETLDXaOnjR0uyEwURvF7Ty7dmcBaRhLiSeTKkoP8kSRlt0Ofo8_8_iqjkAaeEWFEHjIQR12AT53zwIgtMoiA-tx-d9ZTSSlg6t3L7Q==&c=j6u_yiFH6WyC4O5q80nmI2scy4QyIaJ2M22LjKZUvU8jJtkV39hCgA==&ch=jMK5gm6goLm2gFrR6SLHPzPnvAr6GDurYQ0EpmjyCYZhdy3oD8tn9Q==


TIMELINE AND RESPONSE TO REPRESENTATIVE CALLENDER’S HB671.
 Tuesday, Feb. 3 - Laura Hancock breaks story that Callender will introduce legislation (HB 671) 
Monday, Feb. 9 - State Senator Jerry Cirino tells Karen Kasler he supports Callender. 
Former Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice Eric Brown, and VHO Steering Committee Chairman, tells Kasler: …right to pursue legal action on behalf 
of their students."
Thursday, Feb. 12 - Vouchers Hurt Ohio holds a press conference in the Ladies' Gallery in the Ohio Statehouse featuring four speakers: 
Judge Brown called the bill "outrageous" and said it was an attempt to bully and intimidate the more than 330 school districts in our coalition and it 
would not work.
Joceyln Rhynard warned this was a slippery slope and could lead to intimidating other governmental entities 
Friday, Feb. 13 - Morgan Trau,: Callender told Trau he only wanted to start a conversation and that he was going to amend the bill to just withhold 
from suing districts the money they were spending on the lawsuit. 
Monday, Feb. 16 - Vouchers Hurt Ohio issues a press release continuing to condemn Callender's proposal 
The same day, Cleveland.com | The Cleveland Plain Dealer's Mary France McGowan tries to follow up on Trau's story from Friday, but now Callender 
is no longer talking to the press and neither is his office.
The bill has been assigned to the House Finance Committee. Callender has zero, count them, zero co-sponsors.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQf5itpwclCD7sd_AchaYkfBfWQTf7k9bBW0nSSmjqLRDK2tvWdyzVub_KKt2u_jbFsNUnFQvt43PaY/pub
http://cleveland.com/


New Bill — HB 643
● Bipartisan
● Limit the EdChoice expansion scholarship to families with a federal adjusted gross income 

of $500,000 or less (This is still most of the families in the state.)

SB 127 — Allows the state to close certain public schools
● STATUS: 3rd hearing in Senate Education Committee on 4/1/25
● WHAT IT DOES: 

○ Allows the state to close certain public schools
○ Could force some public schools to “transfer control to private operators”
○ Messages from Ohio Education Association (OEA):

■ SB 127 would expand reliance on problematic standardized test scores for labeling schools as 
underperforming (We have a strong position against high risk testing)

■ SB 127 could lead to mandatory school closures that squander prior investments in school 
buildings

■ SB 127 could transfer control of schools to external operators that have no link to the 
community

■ SB 127 could lead to mass job losses for school staff, which would have a major impact on local 
communities

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb643
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb127


Hudson, Nordonias, 3-Rivers, Aurora

https://www.cleveland.com/open/2026/02/how-ohio-public-schools-are-adopting-private-schools-tax-credit-strategy.html




https://www.communitysolutions.com/resources/our-first-look-at-the-ohio-office-of-budget-and-management-property-tax-memo?mc_cid=073c89d829&mc_eid=75de8b4b6d


HB 608
● Sponsors: Thomas, Glassburn
● Modify the law governing property taxes and other local taxes

SJR 7 — Blessing
● Allow land valuation rather than improvements on land
● Was to have first hearing Jan. 27

HB 575
● Sponsors: David Thomas, Bob Peterson 
● Make various changes to the law governing the property taxation of farmland
● STATUS: In House Ways & Means Committee

Tax Bills

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb608
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb575


Tax Bills 
Bill from “Trilogy” from Rep Gary Click:

● HB 420 — Enact Taxpayers Freedom Trilogy-Act I: Discontinuing the Continuum
○ Would disallow — and by 2030, eliminate — property taxes levied for a continuing period of 

time
HJR 6

● Limit property taxes, whether voted or unvoted, to 1.25% or, for certain owner-occupied homes, 1% 
of real property's true value

● Sponsors: Tex Fischer, Beth Lear

HB 355
● STATUS: In House General Government Committee
● Require more than just a simple majority of voters to pass local levies

SB 66
● Include emergency levies, substitute levies, all inside millage, and school district income taxes in the 

calculation of a school district's effective millage floor.
● STATUS: 3rd hearing in Senate Ways & Means Committee last Spring

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb420
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hjr6
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb355
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb66


S. B. No. 63 Prohibit use of ranked choice voting;withhold funding 
for use
Sponsors: Gavarone, DeMora
Passed the Senate: May 14th , 2025 (27-5)

Committee: House General Government, 4th Hearing today 
(4:15PM) with Poss. Vote,Poss. Am.

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb63


Diversity Ban Bills: SB 113 and HB 155

SB 113 and HB 155: Prohibit diversity, equity, and inclusion in public schools

● WHAT IT DOES: “Prohibits diversity, equity, and inclusion in public schools”
● Public toolkit to share 

○ Toolkit link: https://bit.ly/ProtectDEI-Ohio 

Honesty’s amazing K-12 Civil Rights team has crafted an open letter urging 
legislators to oppose the two diversity ban bills (SB 113 and HB 155) moving 
through Ohio's Statehouse. The letter can be found here: 
https://bit.ly/NoDEI-BanOH 

Individuals — Please sign the open letter and share it on your social media: 
https://secure.everyaction.com/XOIkI_Mky0uSvaW4qVpi_A2

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb113
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb155/committee
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov//download?key=24706
https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/a-place-for-every-student.html
https://bit.ly/ProtectDEI-Ohio
https://bit.ly/NoDEI-BanOH
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb113
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb155
https://bit.ly/NoDEI-BanOH
https://secure.everyaction.com/XOIkI_Mky0uSvaW4qVpi_A2
https://secure.everyaction.com/XOIkI_Mky0uSvaW4qVpi_A2


HB 326 — Classic Learning Test

● STATUS: Passed the House on 2/18/26 (Vote breakdown: 65-29). Headed to the 
Senate 

● Requires Ohio to select the “Classic Learning Test” as one of the nationally 
standardized tests that may be administered under the College and Work Ready 
Assessment System.

● If a state college/university in Ohio requires the SAT, ACT, or any other nationally 
standardized test for student admissions, they would also have to accept the “Classic 
Learning Test”

● Bill analysis —— Bill testimonies
● AMENDMENT ADDED 11/13:

○ Eliminated a requirement that DEW and the Dept of Higher Ed jointly select the 
nationally standardized assessments schools can choose to offer.

○ Amendment also mandates that each state institution of higher education that 
accepts one "valid, reliable, nationally norm-referenced college entrance exam" 
must accept all such assessments

”What is the Classic Learning Test, and why is it popular with conservatives?”: 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb326
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb326/votes
https://www.cltexam.com/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov//download?key=25797
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb326/committee
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general_assembly_136/legislation/hb326/00_IN/amendments/AM_136_1338-1/pdf/
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/what-is-the-classic-learning-test-and-why-is-it-popular-with-conservatives/2025/09


Resources



QUESTIONS TO GUIDE ACTION

What are the most pressing issues facing 
Ohio schools
today?

What are the purposes of public education?
What ideas do you have for how schools 
could better serve
students / communities?

By Mar. 25th send responses to:
ccollins@honestyforohioeducation.org

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-QP12sexF3wWTtalWi0Rk5aOUohCHHIi/view?usp=sharing
mailto:ccollins@honestyforohioeducation.org


Statehouse Day!

● Special celebration of the Ohio Women’s Monument
● Keynote lunch with elections experts
● Meet with lawmakers on our advocacy priorities

Date: March 25
Time: 9am-2pm; some lobby visits may go as late as 5pm.
Location: The Ohio Statehouse & The Plaza Hotel on Capitol 
Square

● Register here
 

https://lwvohio.salsalabs.org/2026StatehouseDayEvent/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=debf8096-c32a-42e5-9083-87faa4d3c804


Other upcoming events

Defend Democracy Teach-In AKRON 

● February 28 10am -2:30pm
● Register here

The Election Before the Election: 
Ohio Primaries & Why They Matter
● Online on March 18 @ 7pm
● Register here 
● Help us promote our event through our Mobilize link 

& Facebook event page  
We are also looking at condensing the most essential 
content from our Teach-Ins and making a webinar so 
everyone can take part, so stay tuned for that!

https://www.mobilize.us/lwvohio/event/901461/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P0RzdedvQ_yj_uLUUM6yiw?fbclid=IwY2xjawP25ApleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEyNjFta1Q5NlhRZGM4aHhMc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsQchYxALq_WtRTDHTZ0ygjgbEnnccl-WTCy4UOpWgLAKm5s7R2i3lKxUM_1_aem_kwaerSka5yhXibNwpjZKLQ#/registration
https://www.mobilize.us/lwvohio/event/898185/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2083786375495536/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P0RzdedvQ_yj_uLUUM6yiw?fbclid=IwY2xjawP25ApleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEyNjFta1Q5NlhRZGM4aHhMc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsQchYxALq_WtRTDHTZ0ygjgbEnnccl-WTCy4UOpWgLAKm5s7R2i3lKxUM_1_aem_kwaerSka5yhXibNwpjZKLQ#/registration


Email advocacy@lwvohio.org to volunteer

mailto:advocacy@lwvohio.org


Media recommendations

Ohioans Against Extremism podcast
● OAE: Ohioans Against Extremism is part of a growing coalition of advocacy groups 

battling state officials in support of voting rights, public education, and other public policy 
issues.

Suffs musical
● Playing in Cleveland until ; will be back in Ohio in April and May: touring schedule here
● Watch it on PBS’ Great Performances on May 5 if you can’t see it in person: more info here 

Voting as Fire Extinguisher poem by Kyle “Guante” Tran Myhra
● Part of a larger work,  To Throw a Wrench in the Blood Machine: Five (Season-Appropriate) 

Metaphors for Voting, here
 

https://ohagainstextremism.org/podcast/
https://suffsmusical.com/
https://suffsmusical.com/tour-schedule
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/gperf/suffs-about/17498/
https://apoemaday.tumblr.com/post/700401485975011328/voting-as-fire-extinguisher
https://guante.info/2020/10/14/trickortreat/?utm_source=pocket_saves


2026 State of the Union BINGO 
○ On Tuesday, February 24, at 9pm ET, President Trump will deliver his 

2026 State of the Union (SOTU) address. Each year, LWV creates 

BINGO cards to make the SOTU a more engaging process. However, if 

games feel less relevant to you than direct action (or you want to do 

both), we encourage you to use this SOTU tocontact your 

representatives about the issues currently facing our nation. 

https://www.lwv.org/blog/state-union-bingo-2026
https://www.lwv.org/take-action?
https://www.lwv.org/take-action?


No Kings Mobilization 

○ LWVUS is joining No Kings as a national partner on Saturday, March 28. 

Leagues are welcome to lean in locally and participate in activations with 

partners on the ground in a nonpartisan manner. For Leagues who decide 

to mobilize for No Kings, please utilize our Protest Safety Guidance and 

Guidance for Leagues About Nonpartisanship and Partnerships.   

https://donate.lwv.org/s/4556636/ylSwD2D0
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4556637/ylSwD2D0
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4556638/ylSwD2D0


Next Lobby Call

March 10, 
7 PM

Update on Bills currently in Committee with messaging!!


